
MINUTES 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

ANDERSON SCHOOL DISTRICT NUMBER FIVE 
Anderson, South Carolina 

 

January 15, 2019 
6:30 P.M. 

 
 
The Board of Trustees of Anderson County School District Number Five met in the Offices 

of the Board this date with the following members present:  Dr. Sandy Addis, Mr. Rick 
Bradshaw, Rev. Johnny Donald, Jr., Mr. John Griffith, Mrs. Ann Huitt, Mr. Harold Kay, II, 
Mr. Tommy Price, Mr. John Wright, Jr., and Mr. Paul Zugg. 

 
 
NOTICE TO MEDIA 

 
In accordance with the S. C. Code of Laws, 1976, Section 30-4-80(d), as amended, the 
following have been notified of the time, date, place and agenda of this meeting:  The 

Anderson Independent-Mail, Greenville News, The Anderson Journal, WYFF, WSPA, and 
FOX 21. 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER & WELCOME 

 
Mr. Price called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & INVOCATION 
 

Mr. Price led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, and Mrs. Huitt gave the 
invocation. 
 

 
BOARD ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 

The election of board officers was carried out according to Board Policy BD—Organization 
of the School Board.  Mr. Tommy Price was re-elected as Chairman, Mr. John Wright, Jr. 
was re-elected as Vice Chairman, and Rev. Johnny Donald was re-elected as Secretary. 

 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
Mr. Kay made a motion the Board approve the Agenda as presented.  Rev. Donald 
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 

 
 
RECOGNITION OF EXCELLENCE 

 
On behalf of the administration, staff, principals, and students, Mr. Wilson thanked the 
nine members of our Board of Trustees for their service to this community as January is 

School Board Recognition Month.  He stated that we are very fortunate to have a 
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school board that works cohesively together and has one mission – to make Anderson Five 
better for all employees and students. 

 
 
OPPORTUNITY FOR CITIZENS TO ADDRESS THE BOARD 

 
No one signed up to address the Board. 
 

 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM 
 

Mr. Wilson and the Administration recommended Board approval of the Consent Agenda 
Items. 
 

 Minutes of the November 27, 2018 Board Meeting 
 
Mr. Zugg made a motion the Board approve the November 27, 2018 Board 

meeting minutes as presented.  Mr. Wright seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously. 
 

Out-of-District Tuition – At the beginning of each school year, the District establishes a 
preliminary out-of-district tuition based on unaudited financial data.  Out-of-district tuition 

must be finalized when the annual audit is completed.  The final out-of-district tuition for 
out-of-county students is $3,697.  The final out-of-district tuition for in-county 
students is $3,349. 

 
Mr. Bradshaw made a motion the Board approve the 2018-2019 Out-of-District 
Tuition as presented.  Mr. Kay seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 

 
 
ACTION ITEMS 

 
Act 155 Diploma Petitions – As a result of Act 155, students can now petition for their 
high school diploma if all other criteria for graduation were met.  The Administration 

recommended Board approval of one student who has petitioned to receive a high school 
diploma bringing the district total to 63. 
 

Rev. Donald made a motion the Board approve the diploma petition as presented.  
Mr. Wright seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 

Local Board Approved Courses – Each year local school boards must submit to the 
State Department of Education local courses that have been added to the curriculum from 
the previous year and/or during the current year.  This year’s list included courses for the 

Anderson Institute of Technology (AIT).  The Administration recommended Board approval 
of the list of courses as presented. 
 

Mr. Zugg made a motion the Board approve the list of courses as presented.  Dr. 
Addis seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 

Policy JH – Student Absences & Excuses – Mr. Wilson stated that minor changes were 
being made to Policy JH with regards to Carnegie units.  After consulting with our policy 
service, information regarding excuses, tardiness, and minimum day in grades one 

through eight will be deleted from Policy JH and included in Administrative Rule JH-R. 
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Mr. Bradshaw expressed concerns about some of the changes to Policy JH (i.e., Carnegie 
Units vs. total number of days high school, middle school, and elementary school students 

attend school). 
 
After further discussion, Mr. Kay made a motion to table Policy JH—Student 

Absences & Excuses and bring it back before the Board at the February meeting.  
Mr. Bradshaw seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 

2019-2020 School Calendar – Mr. Wilson and the Administration recommended Board 
approval of the 2019-2020 school calendar as presented. 
 

Mrs. Huitt made a motion the Board approve the 2019-2020 School Calendar as 
presented.  Mr. Wright seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 

Temporary Right-of-Way Easement – Mr. Wilson recognized Mr. Grant to present for 
Board consideration a temporary right-of-way easement on Harriett Circle.  Mr. Grant 
stated the Anderson Area Transportation Study Committee along with the SCDOT want to 

construct a shared use pathway on Harriett Circle at Midway Elementary School.  This 
pathway would benefit students who walk or ride bicycles to school.  Once the project is 
completed, everything will convert back to its original state.  The Administration 

recommended Board approval of the temporary right-of-way easement on Harriett Circle. 
 

Mrs. Huitt made a motion the Board approve the temporary right-of-way 
easement for SCDOT to construct the pedestrian pathway on Harriett Circle at 
Midway Elementary School as presented.  Rev. Donald seconded the motion, 

which carried unanimously. 
 
Personnel Recommendations – A list of teacher recommendations for the 2019-2020 

school year were presented for Board approval. 
 
Mr. Wright made a motion the Board approve the Personnel Recommendations as 

presented.  Mr. Zugg seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 
 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 
FINANCIAL AUDIT PRESENTATION FOR FY 17-18 

 
Mrs. Heard recognized Mr. Ken Meadows of Greene, Finney & Horton, LLP.  Mr. Meadows 
stated that the district is responsible for financial statements and effective internal 

controls.  Greene, Finney & Horton is responsible for providing reasonable assurance that 
financial statements are materially correct.  Mr. Meadows reported that the district 
received an “unmodified opinion,” which is the best opinion the school district can 

receive. 
 
Next, Mr. Meadows reported that the district’s General Fund balance increased by 

approximately $3.4 million to approximately $28.1 million.  The unassigned fund balance 
is approximately $27.9 million, which is approximately 27% of 2018 actual expenditures 
and approximately 25% of 2019 budgeted expenditures.  Some of the major reasons to 

maintain an adequate fund balance include cash flow through second half of calendar year, 
significant emergencies and unanticipated expenditures, better interest rates on debt 
issues, potential shortfalls from the state, future capital expenditures or significant repairs 

and maintenance, etc. 
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Mr. Meadows reported that the district’s General Fund revenues increased by 
approximately $5.3 million to approximately $111.3 million.  Compared to budget, district 

revenues are approximately $7.1 million over budget primarily due to higher than 
expected property tax revenues and state revenues. 
 

The district’s General Fund expenditures increased by approximately $5 million to 
approximately $105.3 million.  Compared to budget, district expenditures were 
approximately $2 million under budget primarily due to lower than budgeted salaries and 

benefits, partially offset by higher than budgeted capital outlay. 
 
Mr. Meadows discussed other funds which include Debt Service (approximately $7.2 

million fund balance); Capital Projects (approximately $52.5 million fund balance); and 
Special Revenue (i.e. Special Projects and EIA with approximately $3.5 million in carryover 
funds; Food Service with approximately $3 million fund balance). 

 
Total capital assets decreased by approximately $4.4 million to approximately $209.8 
million primarily due to a depreciation expense of approximately $6.2 million, current year 

building additions at both high schools and Robert Anderson Middle School; demolition and 
disposal of Lakeside Middle School; land transferred to Anderson Institute of Technology, 
etc.  Total long-term obligations decreased by approximately $0.7 million to approximately 

$208.3 million due to principal payments on bonds and capital lease and amortization of 
premiums on issued bonds. 

 
In summary, Mr. Meadows stated that there were no findings, significant deficiencies, or 
material weaknesses noted.  He stated that the district is in good financial condition as of 

June 30, 2018.  He also noted that the district has continued to receive the Government 
Finance Officers Association (GFOA) and Association of School Business Officials (ASBO) 
Awards for Excellence in Financial Reporting for 19 and 17 years in a row, respectively. 

 
 
PROCUREMENT AUDIT PRESENTATION FOR FY 16-17 

 
Mr. Meadows stated the State Fiscal Accountability Authority (SFAA) determines the 
procedures to be performed for the Procurement Audit.  He reported the auditors reviewed 

sealed bids and proposals greater than $50,000; procurements $10,000 up to $50,000; 
$2,500 up to $50,000, and procurements less than $2,500; major construction projects; 
sole source and emergency procurement transactions; minority business utilization plan 

and reports; procurement ratifications; blanket purchase orders; trade-in transactions; 
and surplus property sales.  He reported there were no findings noted.  The auditors also 
observed the physical inventory of the warehouse, and there were no exceptions noted. 

 
In summary, Mr. Meadows stated that the district complied, in all material respects, with 
the district’s procurement code for the year ended June 30, 2018.  He further stated the 

district had very good organization and management of procurement operations and that 
the overall opinion on the Procurement Audit is an “unmodified opinion,” which is the 
best opinion the school district can receive. 

 
Financial Reports – Mr. Wilson recognized Mrs. Heard to present as information the 
monthly financial Statements and Pupil Activity Reports for the month ending December 

31, 2018. 
 
With regards to the fund balance, we are in the negative due to property taxes not coming 

in until January.  With regards to revenue, we have collected approximately $9.5 million in 
property taxes of the $34 million budgeted.  With regards to expenditures, no major 
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unexpected expenditures.  As compared to this same time last year, the district is in good 
financial standing. 

 
With regards to the one cent sales tax collection, Anderson Five received approximately 
$808,000 for the month of October; a $46,000 increase during this same time last year; a 

$19,000 decrease from the previous month. 
 
Finally, Amy distributed handouts and discussed changes with regards to the SC State 

Ethics Commission Public Disclosure and Accountability Reporting. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Mr. Kay made a motion to adjourn.  Rev. Donald 

seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 
 

(7:50 P.M.) 
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